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How to Start a Pagan Store

Overview

Pagan stores experience the same start-up andngrpains as any other business
venture. With the proliferation of witches, wizamsd psychics in mainstream movies
and television, Pagan topics have flown right dithe broom closet. However, being a
proprietor of Pagan items and information can tsangular issues that do not exist for
other stores. With solid preparation and effecsweial networking, opening and
maintaining a Pagan store can be a successfulreemonetarily and spiritually.

Basics
Step 1

“Pagan” comes from the Latin “paganus,” meaninguftoy-dweller”, a person living
outside the fortified city walls of the Roman EnepiThe modern “Pagan” has interest in
ancient polytheistic religions---especially the t8eNorse, Egyptians, Hindus or
indigenous cultures like the Native Americans. AA&amay define herself as Pagan,
Wiccan, Witch, Druid, Strega, Priestess, Heathemserno label at all. Respecting Nature
and coexistence through peace, Pagans may alsw f®yimpathetic philosophies, such

as Buddhism. “Magick” for Pagan rituals differeteis from stage illusionist “magic,”

and most Pagans follow either a low-magick or higdgick tradition. However,

Paganism as a spirituality is distinct from GotlVampire social trends.

Step 2

Check with your local city ordinance commissionMayor's office to ensure you can
open a Pagan store in your area. Older “anti-fertieting” laws that are still on the
books may or may not be enforced. These laws ptegtiarccult, esoteric or metaphysical
businesses from operating within city limits. Ifuyccity still has such a law, petition the
City Council to repeal the law or give you spepitmission to open your store. The
City will also make available any business licensedlding or remodeling permits,
electrical and plumbing codes or fees requiredp@nca business.

Step 3

Create a list of items and services you want toevakilable. The local Pagan store is a
hub of activity for the Pagan community, offerilgsses in yoga, tarot and meditation,
plus workshops or get-togethers. Pagan shops $peaiadried herbs, essential olils,
divination tools, ritual tools and clothing, jewelind spiritual books. Familiarize

yourself with suppliers that can offer great prioessupplies and accessories, such as
small zip bags for herbs or twist-on cap bottlesoits. Pagans are also avid readers and
will visit the shop often for the newest additionghe fields of magick, herbalism,
metaphysics, religious histories and the lateslirfogs in quantum theory.



Step 4

Determine the size and number of rooms you neeydor store. Try to incorporate a
separate room that can hold at least 10 peoplgréarp gatherings. Some stores are set
up in an old house allowing the different roomdacus on specific supplies. If the site is
a large, beige commercial space, partitions ana pall create intimate spaces for the
customers to peruse your wares.

Step 5

Pagans frequent Pagan stores not only for sugdplieso be transported to a different
time and space. Opening the front door, the waifi@#nse greets the customer. Dark
woods, thick carpets, hanging veils and curtaifsebbook-lined shelves and covered
tables with ritual tools, all lending to the airafnedieval alchemist's study. Statues of
various goddesses, gods or the Buddha might dittaexdisplay of candles or crystal
balls. Gems and other crystals can be arrangedgsnthre jewelry, but athames and
swords should be locked in glass cabinets for wafgtowing your customers'
expectations will greatly help you maintain a stthr&t inspires and grows your Pagan
community.

Skill
« Moderately Challenging
Things You'll Need

« Store space

« Herbs

+ OQils

« Books
Tips

« Introduce yourself and your store concept to yaarhy store owners. Give them
gift-certificates and offer to put their flyersyour shop.

« Host a special open house for local store ownettsrated guests to promote a
friendly atmosphere and de-mystify your Pagan store

« Hire staff who are knowledgeable in herbal andcofrespondences and uses for
treating ailments. Customers will expect the statbe "walking encyclopedias”
on the topics of herbs, oils, and various religitraslitions.

Warnings

« Due to media misinformation, negative stereotypasigt about Pagans, Witches
and similar folk. Go to your local law enforcemsr@ffice for Community
Relations and introduce yourself and your storea@ftyers and invite the
officers to lunch and a tour of the shop to thotdygliscuss Paganism and what
you will be providing the community.
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